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Program Notes

The Dream of the Rood is the earliest extant instance of Old English, appearing in a 10th-
century manuscript now located in Vercelli, Italy. An earlier instance of the text, however
appears on the Ruthwell cross, a stone cross from the 8th century located in Ruthwell,
Scotland. Upon the cross is carved four runic passages which are excerpts from this
narrative, written in an epic style similar to Beowulf and other Old English narrative poems.
The four movements of the present work correspond to these four passages carved into the
Ruthwell cross. The passages relate portions of the Biblical Passion narrative, taking the
point of view of the cross itself, and utilizing metaphors which reveal the unique perspective
of the Anglo-Saxon warrior culture from which the poem emerged.

Texts and Translations

I. Ongyrede hine pa geong haeled

Ongyrede hine pa geong heeled, (paet waes god aelmihtig), modig on manigra Oe, pa he
wolde mancyn lysan. Bifode ic pa me se beorn ymbclypte. Ne dopstétic hweedre bugan to
eordan, feallan to foldan sceatum, ac ic sceolde feeste standan.

He stripped himself then, the young hero - that was God almighty —str olute; he ascended
on the high gallows, brave in the sight of many, when he wantfd,to ransom

the warrior embraced me; even then I did not dare bow to e

II. Rod wees ic araered

Rod wees ic areered. Ahof ic ricne cyning, heo
hi me mid deorcan neeglum. On me syndon siene, opene inwidhlemmas. Ne
dorste ic hira neenigum sceddan. Bysmeredon hie u tu eetgeedere. Eall ic wees mid blode
bestemed, begoten of paes guman sid id0an he heefde his gast onsended.

e Lord of heaven; I did not dare to bend. They
ible, the open wounds of malice; I did not dare to

hijford, hyldan me ne dorste. purhdrifan

I'was reared a cross. I raised up the p,
pierced me with dark nails; on me are
injure any of them. They mocke,

Crist wees on rod use feorran cwoman to pam adelinge. Ic peaet eall beheold.
Sare ic waes mi gedrefed, hnag ic hweedre pam secgum to handa, eadmod elne
mycle.

Christ was on the cros
all drenched with sorro
eagerness.

there eager ones came from afar to that noble one; I beheld all that. I was
nevertheless I bowed down to the hands of the men, humble, with great

IV. Genamon hie paer almightigne god

Genamon hie peer eelmihtigne god, ahofon hine of dam hefian wite. Forleton me pa
hilderincas standan steame bedrifenne; eall ic wees mid streelum forwundod. Aledon hie deer
limwerigne, gestodon him et his lices heafdum, beheoldon hie dzer heofenes dryhten, ond
he hine deer hwile reste, mede aefter dam miclan gewinne.

There they took almighty God, lifted him from that oppressive torment. The warriors forsook me then,
standing covered with moisture; I was all wounded with arrows. They laid the weary-limbed one
down there, they stood at the head of his body, they beheld the Lord of heaven there, and he himself
rested there a while, weary after the great battle. - Translations © Elaine Treharne
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The Dream of the Rood
[. Ongyrede hine pa geong haled Douglas Buchanan (b. 1984)
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6 The Dream of the Rood - I. Ongyrede hine pa geong haeled
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II. Rod was ic arsered
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8 The Dream of the Rood - 1I. Rod wees ic arzered
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The Dream of the Rood - 1I. Rod wees ic arzered
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The Dream of the Rood - 1I. Rod wees ic arzered
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[II. Crist waes on rode

With grim eagerness (J =c.63)
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12 The Dream of the Rood - 111. Crist waes on rode
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The Dream of the Rood - 111. Crist waes on rode 13
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14 The Dream of the Rood - 111. Crist waes on rode
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The Dream of the Rood - 111. Crist waes on rode 15
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16 The Dream of the Rood - 111. Crist waes on rode
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The Dream of the Rood - 111. Crist waes on rode 17
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18 The Dream of the Rood - 111. Crist waes on rode
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The Dream of the Rood - 111. Crist waes on rode 19
poco rall. a tempo
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[V. Genamon hie pzr ®lmightigne god

Flexible; chantlike (o =c. 66-72)

poco rall.
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22 The Dream of the Rood - IV. Genamon hie par almightigne god
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23

The Dream of the Rood - IV. Genamon hie par almightigne god

A little slower (J =c. 60)
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The Dream of the Rood - IV. Genamon hie par almightigne god

poco rall. a tempo poco rall. »
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